
September 1, 2020 

Dear MVEC Families,  

I know we’ve shared much information in the past week, and are trying to avoid overwhelming 

you with the volume. This evening’s message will focus on what has been carried out thus far to 

support and promote a healthy environment for students and staff, and what you can do at 

home to assist in our success. Please know some messages will be repeated, and some are 

recent updates, so please peruse with care 

 A Covid-19: Back to School Info and Resources is available on our school website. 

 A link to the Daily Covid-19 Daily Checklist developed by NS Public Health has been shared in a 

previous communique. The provincial Back to School Plan places considerable importance on 

daily screening for Covid-19 symptoms of all students and staff. Our shared health and the 

prevention of virus spread, is dependent upon each member of our school being screened each 

morning before arriving at school. 

 Our ventilations system has been checked and easily passed.  

 Our water has been tested and also passed, resulting in the removal of the water cooler 

stations. We do, however, strongly encourage students to bring bottles filled with beverages 

from home, to limit crowding at fountains.  

 Hand sanitizer dispensers have been installed at all entrances/exits, with accompanying 

signage. Each member of our school community will be expected to engage in regular hand 

washing and or sanitizing. Our practice will be to clean your hands ‘every time you cross a 

threshold’.  

 Signage to promote 2m social distancing, proper handwashing and sneezing etiquette are 

displayed thought the school, as well as signs limiting the number of occupants in washrooms 

and prescribing users of water fountains by class. 

 We would also appreciate you taking the time to review with your children the importance of 

not sharing their personal belongings or school materials. This is very contrary to our usual 

activity of promoting sharing among students, however, this is no longer a safe practice. During 

pandemic times, ‘we show we care for each other by not sharing’; ‘sharing is not caring’. 

Teachers will have procedures in place for students to store and use their own learning 

materials.  

 We anticipate the delivery of two reusable non-medical masks per student, and will send 

these home with students on Tuesday. They are black, but please try to label them inside with 

your child’s name and class. PPE will also soon be arriving for staff.  

 All efforts will be made to limit the number of individuals students come into contact with 

thought the school day. Students will be consistently grouped in cohorts with their classmates. 



Students will not transition to music, library, or French classes, rather, those specialists will 

come to their classroom, with the exception of instrumental music and PE. 

 We have made changes to our daily schedule in order to create many recess and lunch breaks, 

as well as ‘play zones’ on the playground and adjoining field. This will reduce the numbers of 

students on the schools grounds at one time, and limit contact with others outside their class 

cohort. During recess and lunch, students will go outside to play with their classmates (class 

cohort) in specific zones on the playground. At this time, playing on the playground equipment 

is permissible with proper handwashing/sanitization practices before and after play.  

 We will be provided with spray to sanitize equipment and technology, such as Chromebooks.  

 School staff will participate this week in professional development on the proper use and 

storage of the cleaning product.  

 In order to reduce the risk of introducing the Covid-19 virus to our school, non-essential 

visitors will be limited, including parents/guardians.  

 In the event a staff member is absent, a substitute will be contracted from a limited pool of 

substitutes designated to work in a smaller number of schools within our area than usual.  

 At this time, we are not able to offer the school milk program. The distribution of milk and 

disposal of empty cartons would result in too many individuals contacting the milk cartons.  

 We have not yet confirmed a date with our photographer. With the additional handwashing, 

the added time and complexity for washroom breaks, the distribution of materials, etc., 

everything will take longer. We need to consider the impact all of this extra time has on 

learning time and balance this with anything that is non-essential. With 2m distancing and the 

cohorting of students, it will take much longer to take the photos. Should we proceed with 

photos, they would be individual portraits only rather than class/group photos.  

 Lastly, to our pre-primary and primary parents and others who do not yet have access to the 

Power School Parent Portal (our student information system), please refer to the attached 

document on how to access and set up your account in a previous email. It is most likely report 

cards will be distributed via this system, so be encouraged to become familiar with it soon. 

Thank you in advance for all of your support as we get our students safely back to school. It will 

definitely ‘take a village’ to have everything run smoothly and safely! 

 


